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FMC 2019 
MCPA Pot Luck Dinner     

and  
Preview Show 

         

Band camp culminates with the Preview Show- a performance 
just for the band families! It’s great fun to come out and see 
how far the kids have come in just three weeks. The pot luck 
prior to the show is a relaxing time to meet with fellow band 
parents. Please have your contributions in place for the meal 
to start at 6:00 p.m. and the performance will follow!  

 
We ask that you bring the following items to share:  

 
Brass: Sides  
Pit & Battery: Main Dishes  
Guard: Drinks (1 case soda, water, tea in a cooler with ice) 
Woodwinds: Desserts  

 
Please plan on there being approximately 150 -170 people, including marchers. 
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Welcome to the Marching Cavalier Parents 
Association, the Fabulous Marching Cavaliers,                         

and Princess Anne Bands!   
 
We have a long tradition of excellence here that is rivaled only by 
our long tradition of Family. 
 
Family is a word we use a lot at Princess Anne High School... here 
you are a part of a community of learners, teachers, and support-
ers.  Kids, parents, alumni, faculty and staff... we all work together 
to help ensure the brightest possible path forward for our stu-
dents.  And Princess Anne  Bands is a big part of that journey!  As 
band boosters you will be a part of the lives of every kid who 
comes through those doors in the band hall.  You will live out 
your part of "Unity with Pride."  You will be as integral a part of 
this team as the students and instructors.  Indeed, our booster 
group, The Marching Cavaliers Parents Association, is often tout-
ed as the "Crown Jewel" of this historic band program! 
 
I look forward to experiencing the amazingness of your kid this 
year. I look forward to watching them grow over the next few 
years until their graduation... when they can take the things they 
learned and experienced with PA Bands -- with their friends and 
with you, the parents -- into the world and achieve the greatness 
inside of them all! 
 
Now:  LET'S ROCK  

Sin
cerely, 

John Boyd
 

Director of Bands 
 Mr. John Boyd, Director of Bands 

(757) 816-0380;  
john.boyd@vbschools.com 
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Greetings and Welcome to the 2019-2020 
Marching Cavaliers Parents Association!  

 

Whether you are a returning parent or brand new to PA Bands, we have 
something for you.  We encourage you to utilize your talents by joining 
us in an array of activities and tasks from hospitality committee, fund-
raising, prop building, sewing, chaperoning, and so much more.  It is a 
great opportunity to jump right in, meet new people, and have fun 
watching your child develop their talents. 
 
The Board has some wonderful activities planned for the upcoming 
season.  There are plenty of ways to stay “in tune” with what is ahead.  
For a complete listing of dates and useful information, please visit the 
website at www.pabands.org  and don’t forget to sign up for Remind 
and Facebook pages.   
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to me or a mem-
ber of the Board.  We are excited and ready to do whatever we can to 
make this a successful year for everyone involved.  We look forward to 
working with each of you.   
 
Here’s to a great year! 
 
 

Sin
cerely, 

Mela
nie

 H
ayes  

Marching Cavaliers Parent Association 
Melanie Hayes, President 
 president@pabands.org 

http://www.fabulousmarchingcavaliers.org
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MCPA  
The Marching Cavaliers Parent Association 

Melanie Hayes President (757)390-8004 president@pabands.org 

John Jansen First VP (757) 613-7450 vice.president@pabands.org 

Liz Abrams Second VP (757) 642-0118 vicepres2@pabands.org 

Karen Webb Treasurer (757) 650-2666 treasurer@pabands.org 

Jennifer Saunders Secretary  (757) 613-7068 secretary@pabands.org 

Amy Maines Chaperones chaperone@pabands.org (757) 718-5803 

April Clarke 
Communica-

tions 
mcpa@pabands.org (757) 647-3080 

Marie and 
Ferdie Malpaya 

Hospitality hospitality@pabands.org 
(757) 692-1280
(757) 478-9624 

Rob Hayes and 
Dave Maines 

Props/
Equipment 

robert.hayes@pilotonline.com 
kgdpro9384@gmail.com 

 

(757) 404-1198
(757) 729-5669 

Cindy Laing Social Media hotbandmom@outlook.com (757) 630-9720 

Kelly Boyd Uniforms          uniforms@pabands.org  (757) 509-3240 

Lather 
Duckwall 

Ways and 
Means 

ways.means@pabands.org (757) 374-8145 

Michael Combs Webmaster michael.combs@pabands.org (757) 525-1222 

EXECUTIVE BOARD  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

You know you’re a band parent when:  

 You make th ree  or  more  t r ips  to  school  to  d rop  o ff  everyth ing  
your  ch i ld  needs .   

 You can’ t  p i ck your  ch i ld  ou t  o f  th e  cro wd b ecause they a l l  
look a l ike .  

 You no  longer  sp eak o f yo ur  ch i ld  as  a  four t een -year -old  son /
daughter ,  bu t  as  a   “ fr eshman t ru mp et . ”   

 You pro min ent ly d isp l ay a  band  calend ar  in  your  ki t chen  and  
have band  d ates  marked  o n  your  work calend ar .  

 Your  newest  bes t  f r i ends  a re  fe l lo w band  paren t s !  
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MCPA General Meetings 
7pm on the first Tuesday of each month  

(with the exception being any school holidays) 
 

Everyone is welcome!  
It takes all of us to make the the band programs a success and we would 
like your input! We meet the first Tuesday of each month to plan the 
activities and fundraisers of the band.  

 
Please join us! 

August 6th December 3rd April 7th 

September 3rd January 7th May 5th 

October 1st February 4th June 2nd 

November 5th March 3rd  

MCPA  
The Marching Cavaliers Parent Association 

“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 
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A great band parent is in the know! 

A survival guide for your first year in the PAHS’ band pro-
grams, useful for vets too… 
 
This booklet  is the product of former  “new band par-
ents” who spent a  good bit  of t ime in our “freshman” 
year  in various stages of confusion.  In the many hours  
we spent  watching rehearsals,  picking up our kids, and 
going to competit ions, we have all  fel t  confused, lost , 
and totally bewildered at  one t ime or another! We hope 
this document will  help ease you through the transit ion 
from “rookie” band parent to “veteran” band parent.   
 
For most of us (parents and marchers alike),  the transi-
t ion from middle school band programs to high school 
band programs is huge ,  especially in marching band.  
The increased expectations come with greater rewards 
in terms of your marcher’s personal accomplishments as  
well  as the great  pride you will  have in watching his/
her achieve success . This document is  our attempt to 
share with you some of  the finer points of  making the 
most of  your “rookie” year as a band parent .   
 
Princess Anne High School’s band programs are sup-
ported by the Marching Cavaliers Parents Association 
(MCPA). The MCPA exists solely through volunteer 
parents in order to help provide your marchers with an 
enjoyable and rewarding band experience. Please join 
us in meeting this challenge by volunteering your t ime 
and talents.  Your student will  reap the benef its.   
 
We welcome all  of  our new parents and look forward 
to getting to know you and your marcher!  

“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 

Rookie Basics  
Otherwise known as Band Parent 101 
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Constant Contact Emails:  MCPA will be keeping you informed by send-
ing you monthly emails.  The Secretary will be using the email addresses 
provided at the beginning of marching season.  Please ensure the Secretary 
has your most updated information.   
 
We would also like to encourage you to sign up for Remind. This is how 
MCPA will communicate any last minute changes, updates or cancella-
tions. After marching season, we will primarily use Remind. You can re-
ceive notices by email, text or app notification (you decide).                                                                    
Here is the link:  https://remind.com/join/mcpa-fmc 
 

Our website is a 
great source of infor-
mation and has a 
calendar with all of 
our dates for re-
hearsals and compe-
titions  
www.pabands.org 

Lastly, FMC uses 
their Facebook 
group page for pic-
tures and videos. 
Like them at: https://
www.facebook.com/groups/34278970889/ and Twitter https://twitter.com/
unitywithpride 

Stay Connected 

Your most important job as a band parent is to  STAY CONNECTED  
to what is happening in the FMC. Especially for Rookie families, there 
is a lot to keep up with as your marcher transitions to the band pro-
grams at PAHS. Last minute rehearsals and changes to schedules are 
common. Mr. Boyd and the MCPA work together to provide many 
ways for you and your student to keep up with the PA Bands world.  

https://remind.com/join/mcpa-fmc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34278970889/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34278970889/
https://twitter.com/unitywithpride
https://twitter.com/unitywithpride
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WE ARE ALL VOLUNTEERS  
 
Your second most important job as a band parent is to              
volunteer.  As your student enters high school, this is one of 
the few opportunities you may have to stay involved with their 
activities.   During marching season, the band needs many hands 
behind the scenes to make the show successful. Marchers realize 
very quickly that Marching Band doesn’t happen without a lot of 
parental support. There are many jobs just waiting to be done!  
 
 Chaperones – These are the parents that stay with the band 

for all performances and trips ensuring each band member’s 
safety and well being. We also have medical chaperones 
(who have CPR and basic first aid certifications).   

 Props and Pit Crew – These are the work horses of our 
show every year. They assist in getting equipment on and off 
the field as well as loading and unloading the equipment on 
and off of the trailer and trucks. They also assist in building 
the props that are used in the show.  

 Uniforms – Volunteers to wash the uniforms are needed 
many times throughout the marching season. **No special 
talents or equipment is needed or required!  

 Hospitality – FMC is known for its hospitality throughout the 
region from making sure our marchers have meals before Friday 
night football games, and feeding judges at two of our fall competi-
tions, our Hospitality Team takes care of everyone with care and 
graciousness. If organizing meals is your thing, or you are a whiz 
with a crockpot, the Hospitality Team is just the place for you. 

 Drivers – We have two 26’ trailers that are used to haul our 
pit equipment. If you are interested in assisting with the tow-
ing, you must have a large vehicle that has a towing capabil-
ity of 10,000 GW. Please let Mr. Boyd or the MCPA Presi-
dent know if you would like to tow the equipment trailers.  

 
Please stay alert for emails and texts regarding volunteer opportunities or reach 
out to the Committee Chair of the area you are interested in working with.  
 
 
 

Stay Involved  

“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 
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MCPA Fundraising 

 

Every student's "Fair Share" minimum for fundraisers is $150 profit.   

Each marcher  is  required to  par t ic ipate in the var ious fundrais-
ers over  the course o f the  school  year .  This  al lows us  to  raise  
money for  the  band  and  to  get  the  FMC name out  in  the co m-
muni ty and garner  support .  The members of the Fabulous Marching 
Cavaliers and all members of the Princess Anne High School Band 
programs give 100% effort on and off the marching field in all their 
endeavors. Fundraising is one of the primary responsibilities of the 
MCPA. We as parents and families of the marchers are here to support 
the students in their efforts.    

For our two major fundraising shows, all parents are        
required to participate, as it takes many of us to run the  
competitions efficiently and safely.  
 
Drums Along the Boulevard    
This fundraiser is our annual marching band competition that we host at 
Princess Anne HS.  It is usually held the 2nd to last weekend in Sep-
tember, the weekend before the Neptune Festival (this year's DATB 
will be held on September 21).  There are several ways in which to lend 
your help.  More information will be coming soon!  
VMBC Southeastern Regional    
This fundraiser is our annual Virginia Marching Band Cooperative Re-
gional, held at the Virginia Beach Sportsplex the 1st or 2nd weekend of 
October (this year: October 12).  Volunteer opportunities for this event 
are similar to Drums Along the Boulevard.                                                                   



12 

 

The Cost of Marching Band 

 
The staff of the FMC, along with the MCPA strive to provide 
each marcher with an exceptional educational and extracurricular 
experience while keeping the costs as affordable as possible.  
For the 2018-19 year, the MCPA estimated that approximately 
$2100 was spent per marcher.  All marchers work to keep 
fees low by participating in the required fundraisers.                                                       

“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 

Fees & Costs for Marching Band 

 
Fees paid for each marcher do not cover the entire expenses re-
quired to train the fine musicians produced by PA's band pro-
grams. Timely payment of fees by all families is crucial to the 
success of the FMC. With that being said, we never want any 
marcher excluded from band because they cannot afford 
to pay. If your family comes up against an issue with pay-
ing the fees, please contact Mr. Boyd or the MCPA Presi-
dent as soon as possible.   
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Cost Estimate Worksheet  

2019-2020 MARCHING FEES   

MY MARCHER IS A FRESHMAN USE THIS CHART 

ROOKIE FEES  

ACTIVITY FEE- 
Wind suit, spanks, shoes, gloves, show shirt $125 

*MARCHING FEE– $400 one time payment or 
$85 per month in 5 monthly installments $425* 

TOTAL AMOUNT $550* 

MY MARCHER IS A VET USE THIS 
CHART 

RETURNING/VET FEES  

ACTIVITY FEE- 
Spanks, gloves, show shirt $50 

*MARCHING FEE– $400 one time payment or 
$85 per month in 5 monthly installments $425* 

TOTAL AMOUNT $475* 

ADDITIONAL 
POTENTIAL COSTS * 
Additional Marcher 
In the same family  $275 

Shoes– Replacement $35 

Wind Suit—Full Replacement $65 

Wind Suit Jacket-Replacement $35 

Wind Suit Pants-Replacement $30 

The shoes, gloves, current year show shirt, spanks, and wind suit will belong 
to the marcher. If a piece is lost or damaged there is a replacement charge.* 
Meals during football games or competitions are also an additional charge .  
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MCPA Marching Agreement 

We understand that the Activity fee of $50, for returning marchers or 
$125 for new marchers is due no later than August 15, 2019 and must 
be paid via check, money order, or cash . 
       
We understand that marching fees can be paid as a one-time payment of 
$400 or in monthly installments on the first of each month in the 
amount of $85.00 from (September to January) with all accounts PAID 
IN FULL to the Marching Cavalier Parents Association (MCPA) 
by January 31, 2020. 
 
Additionally, we understand that the fees that each marcher pays 
does not completely cover the costs of operations for the band and 
that each student is required to participate in the band fundraising 
activities. All fundraising profits will be used to provide instruction, 
equipment, and pay for any additional expenses necessary to support 
PAHS Band Programs.  
 
Additionally, there will be a $25 charge for non-marchers who are 
Symphonic Band Members and a $50 charge for non-marchers in Wind 
Ensemble, to cover the cost of formals, sheet music, and additional 
costs incurred during the school year. 
 
If these fees are expected to be or become a true financial hardship 
for our family, we will contact the Band Director or the MCPA 
President about alternative payment schedules.                                        

Marching Agreement 

A copy of this agreement is in your packet for you and 
your marcher to sign. 

“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 
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Marching Fundamental & Performance Training  
(Formerly known as Band Camp) 

Marching Fundamental and Performance Training is conducted in 
August during the three weeks prior to the start of school. The staff 
and students work very hard for about eight hours a day, five days a 
week.  During training, they learn the music and marching routine for 
their fall show. The scheduled start and stop times may vary from 
week to week, and Mr. Boyd will send schedules home with the stu-
dents. The schedules and the calendar for the entire season can also be 
found on our website: www.pabands.org  
 
The kids get quite a workout. Be prepared to hear about running, cal-
isthenics, and plenty of sweating. It’s an experience the kids “love to 
hate!”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another major benefit of band camp is that when your freshman 
marching band student arrives for the first day of high school, he or 
she will already be a part of a well respected group  and will have a 
whole new group of friends  (across all grades) to help with the transi-
tion into high school.  

Students should dress appropriately :  
white t-shirts, shorts, running sneakers, fluorescent colored 

shoelaces, hat, and sunscreen. They should also bring a 
filled, gallon sized water container. Unlimited refills are 

available throughout the day.   
Water is their best friend! 
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The Marching Band season starts as band camp ends. Practice 
continues after school during the week. Please check with your 

child and/or the website for schedule changes.  

Football  Games  
The band performs a half-time show at all of the home football 
games (Friday evenings) and plays in the stands during the 
game. The band has a roped off section in the stands and many 
of the band parents sit together near the band -- a great oppor-
tunity to get to know other parents. Wear red and be prepared 
to have a fun evening!  

Competitions  
The marching band competes against other high school bands 
on most Saturdays in the fall. Most of the competitions are lo-
cal, and one or two are out of town. It is a great opportunity to 
watch all the bands compete and cheer our kids on. So, please 
come on out and support your Fabulous Marching Cavaliers!  
 
Weather 
Bands do perform (and rehearse) in the sun, wind, and  rain.  
The experienced parents go to the competitions prepared to sit 
through unpleasant weather and cheer for all the bands. Rain 
gear and ponchos are better than umbrellas (which tend to 
block the view of the shows and cause rivers of rain to run on 
the laps of people behind you). If it rains during a competition, 
the bands may need to march in the mud. If the field condi-
tions are poor, the band may do a standstill performance on the 
track. Most bands want to avoid standstills because no points 
are given for marching in a standstill performance; the higher 
the points the better the score!  
 
Meals 
Marching is hard, physical work. Students will need to eat reg-
ular meals during rehearsals and prior to performances. Stu-
dents may bring meals from home or purchase them when ap-
propriate to a particular venue. Wegmans can be pre -ordered 
for home football games and most competitions. Students are 
encouraged to eat as healthily as possible and to drink plenty 
of water.  
 

Marching Season Fundamentals 
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“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 

 
 
 
 
 

F-M-C! F-M-C! F-M-C!                                                                     
Get used to chanting that three times before the band takes the 

field. The band loves it when they have their own cheering    
section at games and competitions! 
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Helpful Hints 
from us to you to save time, gas, and money  

Here are some helpful hints learned from our own and many other band 
parents’ experiences over the years:  
 

 Hold your child responsible for being prepared.  Before they leave 
the house for rehearsal or a performance make sure they ask them-
selves,  

“Do I have EVERYTHING I need?”  
  

 Phrase Mr. Boyd and the FMC live by.                                                
 

“If you are early, you are on time.  
If you are on time, you are late.”                                                                                                                                                

 
This means students are expected to arrive for scheduled practice 15 to 
30 minutes early to be in position and ready to rehearse at the scheduled 
start time. Example: If start time is 5:00 p.m., plan to arrive between 4:30 
and 4:45 p.m.  

 
 When you pick up your child up from rehearsal, try to be there a lit-

tle early to watch rehearsal because:  

 You can see the amount of work that your marcher puts into the 
program and the show as it develops.  

 It is a great way to find out about any changes or new infor-
mation as parents sit together and share.  

 You can listen to “Circle” and see the marchers bond and learn 
from each other. It’s a great experience!  

 

 Sections meet and clean up happens AFTER the posted rehearsal 
ending time.  

 

 When arriving for pick up consider what your marcher is re-
sponsible for and what crews they may be on. Mr. Boyd and the 
instructors are teaching them to be responsible for their equip-
ment, their space and each other. These are life skills that you 
want them to learn. They will serve them well in the “adult 
world.” Ask your marcher each day for any schedule updates. 
Please be patient and always prepared for changes!  
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 Keep at least one (1) extra pair of black socks in the 
car during marching season. That way you won’t spend 
extra time going home or to Walmart before a perfor-
mance. 

 
 Network!                                                                                

Take the opportunity to meet other parents (at MCPA 
meetings, after rehearsal, at games & competitions, fund-
raising activities, etc.). This is how we all met each other. 
It is also the best way to get helpful hints on band parent-
ing from others. Don’t hesitate to ask any of the “vet” 
band parents or MCPA Board Members.  

                      
We’ve all been there and we would love to help!  

Helpful Hints 
from us to you to save time, gas, and money  

“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 



20 

 

Support from parents and guardians is a major factor in the suc-
cess of the Fabulous Marching Cavaliers.  Parents provide fi-
nancial support individually to each student and also as a group 
to raise funds by working during our events and in supporting 
fund raisers.  Many parents also donate hours of time to build 
props and equipment and to make flags and maintain uniforms.  
Parent volunteers provide meals and plan events and trips.  On 
top of this, encouragement and attendance at performances 
makes a big difference to the students.  
 
Along with learning the music and the drill, being part of the 
marching band teaches your student discipline and teamwork.  
They learn to conduct themselves in a way that reflects well on 
the FMC and on Princess Anne High School.  This Code of Con-
duct for Parents and Guardians is intended to define what is ex-
pected and helpful in order for the students to achieve success 
as a performing body.   

MCPA Code of Conduct  
for Parents/Guardians 

Parents and guardians are representatives of FMC and 
PAHS. Our conduct reflects on both.  
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1. The Director is responsible at all times. He answers to the PAHS             
Administration and School Board for the safety and conduct of the stu-
dents. Suggestions are welcome, but the Band Director makes the final 
decisions. 

2. Designated chaperones are agents for the Director and responsible for the 
students. Students have been told to follow instructions from the chaper-
ones. Parents must support this chain of command.  

3. During practices, warm up times and performances, instructors are respon-
sible for the students in their groups.  

4. If you or your child has a problem with another student or any other issue, 
discuss this with the Band Director.  During performance events or trips, 
take any problem to the assigned chaperone or the Chaperone Chairperson 
to be addressed with the Director/MCPA President as necessary. No parent 
should directly discipline a student who is not his or her child. Parents 
should encourage all students and not pick favorites.  

5. If you take your child away from the group, you must notify the Director and 
the chaperone. Personal transportation for students is not permitted during 
band bus trips 

6. Parents must support the students to stay on schedule with the  itinerary 
that has been developed for performing events including the designated 
time for lights out while staying overnight.  

7. Parents traveling with the students are expected to help with activities such 
as serving meals and cleaning up. If you are not sure what needs to be 
done, please ask.  

8. During marching band performances, the students appreciate hearing en-
thusiastic applause and cheers as the band takes the field and after they 
perform.  Students have been taught never to shout demeaning remarks or 
make rude noises to another band.  Parents are expected to exhibit the 
same decorum.  Enter and exit the stands between performances and 
maintain respectful and quiet attention when a band is performing.  

9. Parents should encourage the students to eat the meals that are provided 
and avoid unhealthy snacks and drinks.  

10. If gifts or snacks are provided, ensure that all students are treated equally.  
Please notify the Director, President, or Vice President if you are planning 
to provide something special for the students so duplicate efforts can be 
coordinated.  

11. Parents must not use tobacco products or alcohol while in the presence of 
the students or use inappropriate/offensive language.  

12. Any ideas and suggestions for improvements are welcome.  There are 
monthly parent meetings, and all board members are available between the 
meetings. You may want to take some suggestions directly to the Band 
Director. 

MCPA Code of Conduct  
for Parents/Guardians 
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 AUXILIARY – Another term for the Guard 

 BATTERY – The marching drum line 

 DOT BOOK—A small notebook utilized by marching bands (especially high school bands) 

in order to aid the learning of formations on a field. 

 DRILL –The movement of the band on the field; written as pictures, it tells each student 

where they are supposed to be positioned at any given point in time during the show. The 
students learn it in “pages,” and it usually takes them the time at band camp, as well as 

practices through September, to put it all together. 

 DRUM LINE –Students who march with the drums on the field; it is considered part of the 

percussion. Included are the bass drums, snares, and quads. 

 DRUM MAJOR- The Drum Major is the leader and conductor of the band on the field. On 

the field of competition, he/she is important to watch. He/she will lead the band onto the 

field and give the salute when the band is ready to begin its performance. 

 FMC –Fabulous Marching Cavaliers 

 FRONT ENSEMBLE –Percussion section in front of the marching band also known as “the 

Pit.” 

 GUARD –The performers who help the band shine by adding color and flair to the perfor-

mances using flags, rifles, dance moves, and props. Guard is also known as the “Auxiliary,” 

the “Front,” or “Visual Ensemble.” 

 HONOR BAND –City and All-State Bands; students audition for participation 

 HORN-LINE— Wind section (woodwinds and brass) of the FMC 

 INSTRUCTORS / STAFF — Paid professionals (hey, don’t get carried away… they’re not 

paid enough!) who come in after their jobs and help make our students incredible!! 

 PADL — Princess Anne Drum Line 

 PIT- Those band members that play percussion instruments on the side of the field directly 

in front of the drum major. Usually composed of instruments that cannot be carried on be 

field such as kettle drums, mallets, bells, xylophone, etc.  

 PIT CREW –Parent volunteers who help with the set-up and teardown of front equipment at 

football games and competitions.  

 SECTION LEADERS –Each type of instrument has its own squad. Student leaders of those 

squads are chosen to provide encouragement, leadership, and accountability. Section 

leaders report to the Drum Major. 

 

Common Marching Band Facts & Terms 
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FAMILY 
We have a bond that no one                             

else can understand. 
Each section combines to form                          

a great band. 
All of us have worked hard,                                    

day in and day out,  
So we know we did our best,  

We have no doubt. 
No matter what the outcome                              

the very end, we are still a family–                            
a family of friends. 

Anytime you feel lost, we hope you will tap a “vet” parent on the  
shoulder and ask for help.  Our main goal is for every band member to 

have a great experience being a Fabulous Marching Cavalier!  
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Dates to Remember 

Times and dates are subject to change so be sure and 
sign up for Remind, https://remind.com/join/mcpa-fmc, 

and check the website, www.paband.org, often!  

“UNITY WITH PRIDE” 

Band Camp and Rehearsals: Band Camps (August 5th- August 

20th) are mandatory.  You will need to arrange jobs, family vacations, doctors 
appointments, and family events outside of band camps.  Summer Rehearsals 
(July 16th – August 1st)  are not mandatory…they are, if the student is in town.  
It is very important all students are present for all rehearsals without interrup-
tions.  In the event a student is absent, the student must inform the Band Direc-
tor and his/her Section Leader.  Attendance is important as the first show will 
be the Home Football Game versus Salem on September 6th. Rehearsals and 
Band Camp will vary each day but will consist of the group learning the music, 
marching, participating in cardio activities, and breaking out into sections.   
Each day will be a combination of both rehearsing inside and outside the 
school.  As the heat index rises, water breaks will increase in frequency (every 
30 minutes) and duration (5-15 minutes).  Every attempt will be made to locate 
shade and in a heat wave, rehearsals will be held inside the school. 
 

Rehearsal Dates – Every Tuesday and Thursday from July 

16th to August 1st. Will be from 5 PM to 9 PM. 

Following band camp, rehearsals resume August 27
th

 at 5 PM and Au-
gust 29th at 4 PM.  A complete listing of rehearsals, competitions, as-
sessments, and other events are listed on the calendar at 
www.pabands.org. 

https://remind.com/join/mcpa-fmc
http://www.pabands.org/

